Notes from the examiners 2012 re speaking exam
Candidates are expected to :
· Present information, ideas, views, attitudes and feelings clearly in a variety of situations
· Provide reasons, suggestions and strategies to solve problems
· Describe details that support a main idea
· Use a variety of vocabulary
WEAKNESS noted by examiners
1. USE of notecards – many candidates made a lot of notes on their notecards.  Some copied out parts of the text - some even wrote whole speeches.  Some of these candidates got a good score for pronunciation and delivery and vocabulary and language but scored low in communication strategies (the amount and quality of interaction with other candidates)  and ideas and organization (building on the ideas presented by other group members).
2. Failure to integrate the material from the text into the discussion.
· Good candidates –	identified important points in the text
· interpreted these
· expanded on these ideas especially using personal experiences and knowledge about current issues.
Weaker candidates failed to link the material in the text to the prompts given for discussion
Candidates who use the text as a springboard for their own original ideas were those given top marks for domain 4. 
Weaker candidates used some formulaic expressions but had no genuine interaction.
Individual response:
Some weaker candidates asked for another question.  This is not a good strategy.  A question requires a response.  A refusal to answer the question is therefore a refusal to give a response therefore a refusal to communicate.  Examiners were told to consider this when marking.  Also, by the time the examiner has chosen and read another question, there’s not much time left to give an answer that shows use of English.  
General recommendations: 
Examiners are looking for the ability to use a wide variety of communication skills including the ability to 
· Say when you do not understand
· Ask for repetition and clarification if you don’t understand
· Maintain an interaction by active listening
· Make turns at the right moment
· Make suggestions and give reasons
· Support and develop the views of others (add ideas to their point)
· Disagree and offer alternatives
· Ask relevant questions including asking about the attitudes, views and values of other group members
· Use appropriate interaction skills (body language, asking questions)
Candidates should
· make simple notes during the preparation time to trigger ideas. The main focus must be listening to others , genuinely reacting and elaborating on what others have said
· spend the preparation time considering their own opinion about the subject matter.  
· Do they agree or disagree with anything in the text 
· What experiences do you have that are relevant to the discussion
Students need to find many opportunities to use language – in the class and outside.  Informal discussions between friends are a great way to develop genuine communication using real language.  Too many students used Part A as an individual response.  They gave their ideas, but there was no genuine interaction with others in the group. 
Candidates should also spend time during the preparation period thinking about their own opinion on the subject matter.  Do they disagree with anything that is stated in the text?  Do they have any experiences that may be relevant to the discussion?  A relevant story may liven the discussion and help in making a point.
Students should practice speaking without preparation to build confidence in their ability to do the individual response. 

NOTE: I have made some changes to my blog – and included links to articles for reading as well as short video reports for watching.  You should be doing one of these each day. 
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