FORM 7 – Some words of wisdom and ideas for using your revision time  
1. Get hold of some past papers - (get photocopies) – It doesn’t matter if you have done the set before. 
· Do an individual presentation for yourself.  You can do Candidate A,B,C,D

· Watch the time

· 10 mins prep – are your notes clear? 

· Does the main idea stand out?

· Are they organised so you can glance and find an idea

· Give your presentation to yourself in the mirror.  If you cannot see yourself, you are looking at your notes too much.  

· If you have someone you can study with, take turns to give presentations. 
· Get a copy of the SCMP – read an article – do a summary of the main ideas.  Even better – arrange to meet some friends – read an article/ decide on a topic and have a chat in English about it.  

· Over the days before your speaking exam, find as many opportunities as you can to speak in English especially in a relaxed and more casual way. 

· Distinguish between TOPIC and TITLE.

· Spend some time watching Pearl news, work through some topics in ELLLO – focus on pronunciation and grammar.  Don’t just listen …. Be an ACTIVE listener (eg use of articles, plurals). 

Keep in mind: 

Part 1 (Individual presentation) Marking Scheme:

Intelligibility: 

How easy is it for examiners and others to understand what you are saying and what you mean?

DO speak clearly and audibly

DO be organized and logical

DO NOT read from your notes.

DO NOT copy and read directly from the passage.

Signal the overall gist of your talk at the start. Use ‘topic’ sentences then explain your idea further.  (Helps the reader tune in.) 

DO use connectors to create more cohesion … In addition, moreover, also, then etc

Accuracy: 

This refers to pronunciation and grammar.  

DO NOT use words you cannot pronounce.  Try to find a different word. 
Be aware of the key skills you need to show in this section:

Reading – identifying the main idea and 3-4 key supporting ideas

Note taking – short, clear, dot points, underline


Presentation – eye contact, audible

Listening – tune in to other candidates so you can use their ideas

Be clear about the ideas in the article vs your own ideas. 

Part 2 (Group discussion)  Marking Scheme

Range of vocabulary and structures:

Vocabulary …Use a range of vocabulary related to the topic – find relevant vocabulary in the text.  Note this down but also use similes / other words/ phrases you know are related. 

Sentence structure ..  You should use some of the formulaic expressions we have looked at in class to help structure your responses.  Signal what you are about to say.  e.g I agree with you that ……because , I think the evidence shows ……. etc. 
Fluency: 

You should speak clearly and naturally.  Some hesitation is OK.  

NO long silences.  

DO NOT use words you don’t know.
DO make sure your notes are clear, dot pointed, short and useful.

Intelligibility: 

How easy is it for the examiners and other candidates to understand what you are saying and what you mean?  
DO speak clearly and audibly.
DO organize your ideas. 

DO explain your ideas / give reasons and supporting details.
Turn Taking:

DO take turns to speak.
DO say something meaningful and add new ideas to the discussion.
DO respond to the comments of others – and add something new. 

DO encourage others to contribute ideas to the discussion.
MAKE USE OF THE FIRST 10 MIN prep session: 

· DO make sure you have clearly understood the task.  
· Look at the elements suggested.  What are the tasks/ areas you need to discuss?

· Note also there will also be a procedural section as well as a content section.  Look at balancing how this should be covered. 
On the reverse of your note card…. 

· The general theme of the discussion
· The purpose of the meeting / discussion 

· Tasks that should be discussed 

· Brainstorm some ideas you have for the discussion 

At the end of the discussion, have you….

Made a meaningful contribution – ideas and opinions to the discussion?

Listened to others?

Responded to the comments of others?  Given reasons for your opinions?
Shown good interaction with other candidates? 

Note – you will not need to say “good afternoon everyone …” as you will have already met the candidates.  

Finally ----- read through the materials we have looked at during the year – eg summary of examiner report from last year on my blog – 
http://kerryesl.edublogs.org/  ….. and RELAX!  Good luck! 
