Form 6 Final exam 2011 Oral – 

Some Comments – especially for improvement. 

Best: 

In most groups, everyone contributed some ideas. It was good to see invitations to others to speak. Generally volume was good and pronunciation was satisfactory.  The introductions to the I.P.s were usually expressive. 

Notes are getting better especially  
Individual presentation: 

1. It is not a memory test – and it is not a reading test.  
(i) Way too many students are reading from note cards (or looking at the note card and not the other candidates). This is a communication test – you MUST maintain eye contact with the person / people you are communicating with. 

(ii) There are too many full sentences on note cards.  You risk a mark penalty if you write full sentences.  If you have complete sentences, you will be tempted to read. 
Notes should be short, clear and you should easily be able to find the main points. 
Underline, highlight one key word for each section 

2. The introduction to the Individual Presentation should include something personal, engaging and relevant AND the main idea.  

There were too many meaningless rhetorical questions.  DO NOT go into the exam on “auto pilot”.  THINK….. Dare to be different!
“As you all know…..”  -  Don’t presume you know what everyone does. 

3. Content

Many presentations did not have the ideas from the final paragraph.
Some situations as mentioned in the text will be important for the discussion – 
eg Set 5 Candidate A - the use of trucks to block off a road is an example of a strategy currently used but has some difficulties  - knowing this would be useful for the discussion. 
4. Conclusion

Many presentations did not have a conclusion.  - Saying “that’s all for my sharing  / that is the end of my presentation.” .  A good conclusion links back to the start of the presentation (like the top and bottom of a hamburger. ) 
Discussion: 

1. MOST note cards had NO notes for the discussion. 

2.  Do not focus only on the content you presented.   Add your own ideas and use the ideas of others. 
At the same time, do not totally ignore the presentations that were given. Some of this information will be useful for the discussion. 
3. Use of “formulaic expressions” There were many “I agree with you and …”  or “it is a good idea plus…”  “yes you are right and …” – “I agree with all of you and …” 

This lacks cohesion when followed by something totally different and totally unconnected to the last speaker.   
It sounds a bit like :

“I really like this apple.  I think purple apples are the best ones to have.” 

“I agree with you and I think we should play basketball.” 
You are using these comments a bit like a full stop.  The same applies to finishing with “do you agree with me” thrown in at the end of every comment. 
One of the best discussions was one where there was some disagreement.  This can give things more life and lead to more genuine interaction rather than simply taking turns speaking. 

I think one reason for this is that you are not LISTENING! 

4. Starting the discussion.  A few groups did this well.  Most groups did not provide a structure for the discussion. Someone should outline the main sections of the discussion and will work better if you take notes about this. 
Don’t forget to ask the other “Is that OK?”  - Look for more ways to have GENUINE interaction. 

5. NERVES While you may be a bit nervous, you need to be more natural in your discussion and even look like you are enjoying it at times.  
6. Moving the discussion on: Only one person made a short summary before moving to the next point.  In a number of discussions, someone said “let’s move to the next point” when there was a short gap.  

check – “Does anyone have any other ideas?  No?  

We’ve agreed ……. So shall we move to the next point ………” 

There were times when the discussion became really repetitive.  The same idea was repeated several times within the 10 minutes with nothing new being added. 

7. Debate as a discussion.  

Do not start by giving your opinion.  When preparing for a debate you should look at arguments for AND against.  You should probably look for 3 clear arguments.  You should discuss reasons and evidence / examples. 

8. Purpose of the discussion:

Some discussions missed the point of the task. 

Eg the one on charities was about raising money and connecting with the community.  The “connect to the community” element seemed to be ignored. 
In Set 8 (Mainland zoos) your task was to write a letter to the SCMP.  Yet, in one group the discussion was about what you could do to run the park “We could have a limit on who can feed them”. 

Other comments:

Pronunciation: 
There were pronunciation errors with common words – eg religious, opera, spinal, children, calligraphy, treasure, firefighter, zoo as well as some of the more difficult words. 
Remember that one thing you should do is to rephrase words – use a similar and appropriate meaning. 

Other common errors - 
 * v sounds

* final consonants
* addition of ‘s’ at the end of many words.
Vocabulary: 

Word choice / collocations

* referring to an activity as a “game” – you “participate in a quiz” you do not “join this game”. 
You do not “play treasure hunting” 
 * You must learn the words for common abbreviations you will see in texts. eg km / kg (kilometers / kilograms) 
Some pronouns hard to follow – they ???

Intonation – word and sentence – Set aside some time everyday to listen to real conversations / talks.

Grammar – 
There were a number of grammatical errors.  Some examples are here ..
Can let them to know about …
Let you be more concentrated…
We can let the students to do a …..

Do a drama is a good choice.
We are going to discuss about….
Today I want to share about…. 

We can let the students to do a drama…

They will very like to play this game. 

It will very freedom 

A people decided 

It is because ….. (not incorrect – but not very natural) 
Know what is going on in the world!   The use of examples and reference to what’s happening in the world is limited. 

Clock watching
